Post-surgical nasal cellulitis outbreak due to Mycobacterium chelonae.
An outbreak of post-rhinoplasty nasal cellulitis due to Mycobacterium chelonae in a secondary care centre is described. A case-control study demonstrated that the use of inadequately sterilized surgical equipment in the Otorhinolaryngology Department was a risk factor. The causal organism was cultured from the equipment, from the surface of the operating theatre lamp, adhesive tape and from two of the hospital's general water tanks. Introduction of effective instrument sterilization methods, monitored with biological controls, the use of new air filters and cleansing and disinfection of hospital water tanks, were sufficient to control the outbreak. The antimicrobial susceptibilities of the causal organism were consistently different from those previously reported in M. chelonae.